Terrain: flat, but off path in places.
Duration: 30 mins



Welcome to the

NATURE
FINDERS
Trail!

Headstone Manor and the surrounding
parkland is a Little piece of old rural Harrow,
with its farms and villages.

This walk will guide you around the moat
and Headstone Manor island, giving you a
glimpse into the rich natural history

of this special place.

Start your walk by the moat information panel.

This is the only complete, water-filled moat
in London. Built around 700 years ago,

it was an impressive sign of Headstone
Manor’s importance.

The moat also protected the house from
flooding. The ground here is heavy clay, so
water can’t easily drain into the ground.
But it collected in the moat instead, a safe
distance from the Manor House.

The moat is home to a variety of waterbirds,
including mallard, coot and moorhen.

Look carefully and you may see a heron, or
even a kingfisher.

Headstone used to be one of the largest farms
in the London area. The outlying fields were
gradually swallowed up by new factories and
houses, until the last farmer moved to

Pinner Park Farm in 1928. The open space

that remained became a community
recreation ground.

Follow the path around the corner of the moat.
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Hops

Look out for hops, tall climbing plants, which
die back and regrow each year. You can see
them twisting through other plants by

the edge of the moat.

Hops have probably been grown in England
since the 1400s. Female hop plants have
distinctive cones, which are still used to brew
beer to this day.

Old maps show a spring rising here, and
the ground is still often boggy underfoot!
The waters from here eventually lead
into the River Thames.

Continue around the next corner...

To the right is the old field known as the King’s
Croft. A ‘croft’is an old English word meaning
a small piece of arable land close to a house.
Until the [960s there was evidence of farming
here. People could step from ridge to ridge
across the furrows, which had been made

by ploughing. This area often became

boggy in wet weather.
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	Emperor dragonfly
	Woodpecker

